
 
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Thursday  26th  January, 
2012 at 7.30pm at Bluntisham Village Hall, Bluntisham. 
 
Present:      
 
Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
Margaret Shardlow (MS) - Hilton PC 
Margaret Lumb (ML)  - Bluntisham PC 
Brian Burpitt (BB)  - Earith Speedwatch 
Sarah Berenger (SB)  - Cottenham PC 
Jeff Nicholls  (JN)  - Earith PC 
Matt Bradney (MB)  - Cottenham 
 
Minutes: Owen McLaughlin (OM) - Earith Villagers Association 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman for the meeting 
 
Alan James was invited to chair the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies for absence 
 
Kathy Searle, Graham Redman, Pauline Wilson, Gareth Wilson, Ken Attwood, Peter Goddard, 
Ian Dewar, Ann Sherwood 
 
3. Minutes & Actions from last meeting on 15/12/2011 

 
Attendees: 
JN pointed out that his first name had been misspelt. It is Jeff, not Geoff. OM to correct. 
 
Actions: 
All the actions from this meeting were still pending with the exception of the circulation of 
the air pollution article. 
 
Willingham Road Closure: 
There is no more word about the Willingham Road being closed for repair. Contrary to 
earlier reports it now seems that a complete closure will not be required.  
 
Aggregate Levy: 
MB said that he had written to Jim Paice on this subject.  
Action: He would go back and look at this correspondence. 
 
 

4. HCV Trial sites and testing 
 
AJ reported that he had called off the meeting of the sub-group due to pressure of work 
allowing insufficient preparation time. 
Action: AJ, BB & KA to organise new date. 
 
BB said that he had gone over some of the numbers from Debbie Maithe for the desktop 
studies. The numbers for Earith tied up well with the numbers presented. The only 
difference was Earith had taken 50 measurement points but Sutton had 150. This can make 
a big difference to the calculations. The HCV flows used also seem odd.  Wicken had 
almost double the HCV traffic compared to Earith.  Part of the problem could be the use of 
the 85th percentile technique by CCC.  
 
AJ wondered if this was really applicable to all the measurements CCC are using. Speed 
maybe, but not others. Should we investigate different formula?  He also thought that ‘total 
population’ was a strange metric to use in the context of risk and impact. There are really 2 



factors involved here. Firstly, there is the risk of impact arising from the actual number 
pedestrians using a location or thoroughfare which is not affected by the proportion of 
village population that they represent.  Secondly, there are the reasons why particular 
numbers and proportions of a population are walking or not walking. 
 
BB added that the pedestrian counts are also suspect.  
MS said that Hilton has the same issue.  
 
There is no information yet on the outcome of the CCC cabinet meeting held on the 19th  

where the HCV Strategy was discussed. We should find out the results of this if possible. 
Action: ML to contact Steve Criswell about this. 
 

 
5. Environmental Monitoring Update 

 
AJ had received an email from Geoff Buck about the testing. We should try and get things 
done before Easter.  5 villages will be taking part, possibly plus Sutton as well.  It will take 7 
weeks to complete and Good Friday is on 6th April, so we need to start by 17th February at 
the latest and preferably earlier. 
 
There was a discussion about where the test equipment would be located. 
 
Cottenham: Noise, vibration, NO2 and particulates 
It had been agreed to use David Norman’s house but this needs verifying as it was quite a 
while ago. 
Action: MB to talk to David Norman about this. 
 
Earith: Noise, vibration, NO2 and particulates  
The original idea was to use BB’s and OM’s houses. However, it might better to use Andrew 
Hunter-Blair’s house which is a listed building and is closer to the road. 
Action: OM to check with Andrew Hunter-Blair to confirm he is still willing to do this. 
 
Wilburton: Noise, vibration, NO2 and particulates. 
Confirmed as Anne Sherwood’s house. 
 
Haddenham: Noise, vibration, NO2 and particulates 
One installation will be property known as The Old Church Rooms, opposite Porch House.  
Another location needed, preferably at Top Corner but if that is not possible, there is the 
option of Chris Prescott’s house at the bottom of Station Road. 
Action: AJ to pursue this and clarify.  
 
Hilton: Noise and particulates 
Ken Attwood’s property. 
 
The two indispensable requirements for test sites are security and power. The suggested 
order of testing is: Wilburton, Earith, Haddenham, Cottenham, Hilton. 
 
MS is to have a word with KA about the actual requirements for Hilton.  BB thought that they 
had simply taken over the original Sutton requirements.  If possible, MS would like to 
include vibration testing for her house in Hilton.  
 
AJ said that the vibration equipment needs to be used continually. It is assumed that Geoff 
Buck will come down and set the equipment up and train some volunteers who will take 
responsibility to move and install it at other locations. We have 6 volunteers. (KA, BB, OM, 
AJ, MB, SB). 
 
Graham Redman had sent details of the sound meter he has available. This might be used 
in Sutton and the results put into the trials. He also said there could be some PC funds 
available and that Sutton PC might now be interested in re-joining the testing programme.   



The meeting decided that we shouldn’t wait for Sutton to decide before commencing testing 
but it was quite possible they could still take part towards the end of the trials if they wished 
to do so. 
 
Action: AJ to speak to Geoff Buck about dates and logistics. 
Action: AJ to ask Geoff Buck if Graham Redman’s equipment is acceptable and to make 
contact with Sutton PC re possibility of them coming on board again. 
 
 
6. Ely Crossing By-pass Proposals 
 
AJ said that CCC had announced a 2.5% rate increase which included £29million for the Ely 
bypass. 
 
From his knowledge of the original funding requirement, MB didn’t think this was enough 
money for the project. There had already been a fight with English Heritage who claimed 
they were not consulted. 
 
AJ mentioned the Ely parking ‘consultation’. He had had an email correspondence via Bill 
Hunt with Steve Criswell about this.  MB said that consultation was also ‘a joke’. The facts 
the public were being consulted on had been after the consultation had started without 
changing the consultation period which he considered illegal. 
 
AJ didn’t think that any impact assessments arising from the Ely by-pass proposal had been 
done for the villages or Ely and no traffic projections or accident rate projections had been 
mentioned in the ‘consultation’. The advice of prominent local civil engineer George Jellicoe 
had also been ignored. He thought they should just use a push-through tunnel which is a 
cheaper and less intrusive option. 
 
OM asked where the Ely by-pass is in the planning process. 
MB said it would go before the CCC planning committee but there doesn’t need to be a 
public inquiry because CCC are the planning authority. 
 
Action: AJ to ask George Jellicoe if he can attend the next meeting. 
Action: OM to write too CCC asking for impact assessments. (Steve Criswell and Ian 
Bates). 
 
 
7. HCV Management Strategy 
 
CCC have approved the overall strategy to facilitate joint working with villages. They seem 
to have taken on board a lot of the suggestions from the HCV group. The minutes of the 
meeting are available on the web-site.  
 
 
8. Cost / Benefit Analysis 
 
This is deferred until the results of the environmental testing are available.  Everyone was 
reminded that more anecdotal evidence of harm and cost of HCVs is required to support the 
case.  So far there are only written contributions from a few residents in Haddenham and 
Wilburton. 
 
9. AOB  
 
Bluntisham Speed Camera: 
This is now in position and will be operational next week.  
 
Hilton Crossing: 
MS said that Hilton are doing a survey of the whole village asking about a crossing where 
the little boy was knocked down recently. They need to put in a bid by Feb.1st.  



 
Road Repairs: 
AJ had a thought about the drought request by CCC to central government. We should ask 
which local roads are being affected?   
Action: ML to write to Steve Criswell about it. 
 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL): 
After writing to Jim Paice, AJ had received a letter from Greg Clarke, Planning Minister, 
about the National Planning Policy Framework and the CIL.  ID had said CIL funds were 
being hijacked by District Councils and PC revenues would be reduced when compared to 
revenues received from S106.  But the Minister had expressed the view that PCs should get 
a meaningful proportion of these funds. 
 
Action: AJ to send OM a copy of this document fro circulation. 
 
 
 
10. Next Meeting 
 
Next Meeting:    Venue TBA. 


